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Unbinding Your Heart
“Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you
that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done
for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three gather in my
name, there am I with them.” (Matthew 18)
Rev. Martha Grace Reece, in her book, “Unbinding Your Heart: 40 Days of Prayer
and Faith Sharing,” says: “The heart of evangelism is being in love with God, being
part of a church you love, and caring about other people who do not live with this faith.
Faith sharing focuses on relationships, not ‘bringing in more young people’ or ‘helping
our church to grow again.’ Sharing our faith first with each other and then with others
changes our lives and helps us feel even more in touch with God.”
Asking most people to share their faith publicly is like asking them to give a speech
in front of a crowd―it’s the stuff of bad dreams, they don’t feel comfortable, they
break out in a cold sweat in just the thought of it! Preparation, practice and prayer
are tools which make you more comfortable in fulfilling your calling as Jesus’ follower
to “Go, make disciples…” Getting more involved in the life of this church in discussion
groups, Sunday school, bible studies, fellowship events, service opportunities,
committee and leadership roles, and worship will help you to be more comfortable
and effective in sharing your faith and sharing the gospel with others.
Rev. Reese’s book is a great resource and guide to help you become Christ’s
evangelist. It is part of a series of books and studies I have used in congregational
life in the past. One person said: “This book is about breaking the curse, untying
the knots that keep us from living exciting lives in the Spirit. It’s about unbinding the
Good News that God adores us and everyone else; that God has shown this to us
through Jesus Christ.”
(continued on next page)
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(From the Pastor’s Pen……... Cont.)
I hope you will think and pray about your own words and stories that you are ready
to use in sharing your faith. The “don’t ask, don’t tell” way of discipleship is not the
Christian way. Jesus expects you to be ready and willing to share it with others in
loving and graceful ways. He has promised that the Holy Spirit will be with you,
giving you both the words and the opportunities for respond faithfully in the moment.
I would challenge you to become more comfortably about being in conversation
with others about matters of faith such as: what you believe and why; why it matters
so much to you; how it’s changed you; what difference being a Christian makes in
your life. Not being afraid of those kinds of conversations and questions will help
you to grow in your faith and deepen your relationship with Christ and each other.
Part of a faithful response to this life in Christ includes sharing this unbelievably
good news with others through simple and genuine daily conversation. Your story
and your thoughts are of interest to others and they also want opportunities to be
asked and heard about their questions and beliefs. We can all be used as an
instrument of grace when we take up the challenge of sharing our faith in Christ
Jesus.
Rev. Reece said, “If we want people to understand or enter a faith life, we have to
figure out ways to share our faith…If our faith is real, if being a Christian makes a
deep difference in our own lives, it matters that we be able to talk about that with
the people we care about and the people that Christ cares about…God matter more
than church. The purpose of evangelism is to help new men, women, and children
begin a life of relationship with God.”
Preparation, practice and prayer: these tools help you to share your faith. Unbind
your heart and become an even more vibrant and engaging follower of Jesus
Christ. Be a voice of truth and hope in this world to one another.
In Christ’s service,

Rev. Bonnie Wilkins
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The Session of GBPC
Tracy Schoppe–
850 867-5372
schoppepcb@aol.com
Clerk of Session

Sunday Morning
Flowers Given for
the Month of June

Lenny Zacher– 850 867-3770
tennis850@aol.com

Beve Lutz- 850 235-7349
meinschatz406@aol.com
Treasurer
Ron Coleman- 850 890-1172
dirtft.coleman@gmail.com
Wanda Pflugfelder850 249-3396
Wanda_griffin@hotmail.com
Jim Price– 850 830-3612
jbprice0@gmail.com

12– By Lenny Zacher in honor of his sister Judy
and family.
19– By Kathy Eastman in celebration of Ed
Tomaszewski’s Birthday. Also, in celebration for
the lives of Janie and Tommy Welch.
26– By Bob and Beve Lutz in memory of their
daughter, Kelly Lutz.

Betsy Balmer– 850 348-2890
aprilfoolb@yahoo.com
Tari Sale– 850 238-2756
mrstsale@gmail.com
Bob Lemken- 636 485-2189
mrbb44j@gmail.com
Rev. Bonnie Wilkins–
870 415-2082
gbpcpastor@gmail.com
Moderator of Session, Pastor

Prayer Love Line:
Mary Foist
myseaclusion@gmail.com

We have dates available for July 17th and
24th. Please sign up in the Fellowship hall.
Sunday Morning Flowers: Please sign-up on the
flower chart in the Fellowship Hall, if you would like
to have an arrangement donated in honor/memory
of someone, or for a special occasion. Weekly
arrangements are $30. Checks made payable to
the church. Envelopes are on the flower sign-up
chart. The church will pick up the arrangement on
Sunday morning and have it displayed in worship.
If you would like to take your flowers home following
the worship service, please bring a vase to transport
them. Let’s glorify God through the beauty of his
creation in worship. Thank you – The Worship
Committee, Elder Lenny Zacher
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July Birthday’s
1–Terry Belluscio
Jean Staffen
6– Ann Grey
11–Bob Lutz
13–Marcus Sale
26-Tracy Schoppe
28–Carmela Thomas

31–J.D. Shoppe

July Anniversaries
5-Roger & Dianne Coons
9-Jim & Joan Lott

15-Ron and Linda Coleman

Please let us celebrate with you! Let the Church know about your
Birthday and/or Anniversary. We are updating our lists.

Financial Information for June, 2016
Income: $ 9,529.00

Expenses: $ 12,507.00

YTD Income: $ 113,207.00 YTD Expenses: $ 102,829.00
(The above expenses include Mortgage principle payments)
If you have not done so, please consider making a financial pledge to the church.
Please remember Gulf Beach Presbyterian Church in your will to help ensure our
mission here in this community into the future.
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Gulf Beach Presbyterian Church
Our Vision: Transforming lives by the love of Christ Jesus through Witness, Mission, and Evangelism.

Our Mission: To be a place where the community can come together in Christ
and provide, through God and his Word, love, comfort and joy to all.

God’s Garden—The garden continues to

grow! Good things are springing-up all over
the place back there. The tomatoes are ripe,
basil is growing to the sky, and the eggplants
are growing huge! The abundant color of
flowers bring peace and thankfulness for
God’s abundant blessings! Thanks Molly
and crew!
Tee shirts are for sale at church to support
the church garden! Lots of colors and sizes,
just like the variety and beauty in our
vegetable, herb, and flower garden.
If you would like to donate vegetable and herb plants, soil, tools, hay bails, your time
to weed, plant, water, or tend to things one time or on a schedule, please talk with
Molly Allen, Bob Lemkin, or Pastor Bonnie.
You are invited to come and sit on the benches in the
garden and enjoy God’s beauty and blessing there
too, anytime.

“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it,
the world, and all who live in it...”
(Psalm 24:1)
Beach Tidings is published monthly to inform members and friends of church news, upcoming
events, and spiritual nurture. Deadline for contributions is the 15th. Contributions are subject to
editing with regard to subject matter, space requirements and timely submission. For weekly
updates, please come to the Worship Service each Sunday morning to receive your copy of the
Bulletin and Announcements. Thank you!

―Tari Sale, Newsletter Editor
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Our Daily Bread for KIDS
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Don’t Give Up

“I’m bored!” How many times have you said that? It’s easy to get bored after you’ve done the
same thing for a while. Did you ever get a toy or video game that looked really fun? When you
first get something new, it’s really exciting. But after a while it doesn’t seem so interesting. It’s
normal to get tired of doing the same thing over and over―even if its something we like.
The Bible tells us we should never get tired of doing good things. The apostle Paul, who wrote
the book of Galatians, seemed to understand that people can get bored doing the same things
over and over. That’s why he told us not to give up. When it comes to helping others and doing
good, it’s important that we don’t get bored or quit before we’re finished.

Continuing to do good things and choosing to follow God’s rules isn’t always easy. Sometimes
your friends might not understand why you serve God. At other times our may not feel like doing
the right thing. But God uses people who love Him to accomplish His plans for the world.
Continue to do good things and don’t give up, because God is worthy of it. Ad He promises
to bless those who obey and serve Him! ―T.M.

So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of
blessing if we don’t give up. ―Galatians 6:9

Continue to do good things and don’t give up, because God is
worthy of it. Ad He promises to bless those who obey and
serve Him!


I won’t get tired of dong what is good.
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Sara Circle will meet again in the Fall.
Led by Elder Bev Lutz

Evening Women’s Circle meet for a shared meal and

bible study the 4th Monday of each month at 6:00p. See you
on July 25th Led by Elder Betsy Balmer.

Jazz for the Soul—July 13th @ 7 p.m.
Come and worship with us every 2nd Wed. of the month at 7:00p in
Gulftreat. Jazz music by the accomplished jazz pianist, Amanda
Matthews and invited guests musicians. Communion is celebrated
at this service each month. For more information, contact: Lenny Zacher,
Worship Team (850 867-3770) or Rev. Bonnie Wilkins (850 234-3161)

A Creative Word is a new group for men, women, and youth to

hear and interpret the Scriptures through the creative arts. Join Pastor Bonnie as we express our understanding of scripture through
various mediums. No artistic ability is needed―just a love for God’s
Word. Meets 2nd and 4th Tues./mo., 6:30-7:45p. See you July 12th
and 26th

Mancave is a men’s spiritual formation group. It is sponsored by an area Methodist

Church and is made-up of men from many area churches here on
the beach of all denominations. They meet the 1st and 3rd Tues./
mo. at 5:30p at The Pour on Front Beach Rd. A light dinner is
served. Come for conversation about everyday life and faith with
other men of Christian faith. For more information, contact Thad
Wilkins at (870 415-2083).

School is out and children are at home putting a bigger drain on the food budget because
for 9 months many children have been eating breakfast and/or lunch at school. Cereal,
powdered milk, peanut butter and jelly are the some of the food items
we give to households with children under 18. You can help this
summer by providing these items to the food pantry.
Hygiene items are very low right now. Summer time seems to
require more deodorant, soap, shampoo, razors, shaving cream,
and sunscreen. Travel sized hygiene products are fine. Shopping
at the Dollar Tree or Dollar General buys more for the money.
Thank you for your generous support!
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New GULF BEACH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
DAY AWAY & RESPITE CARE PROGRAM
One of the most pervasive things affecting families today is
“family caregiving.” Whether someone is dealing with an
aging parent, grandparent, or child; their spouse,
sibling, or friend―the stress is enormous and they usually do
not have any organized means of understanding and
preparing for the relentless process that can easily consume large portions of their lives and psyche.
According to the Council on Aging of Panama City, there are no respite care
programs in Panama City Beach. Therefore, we at Gulf Beach Presbyterian
Church feel called to fil this need as a ministry of our church. We are going to
offer a day away program for caregivers and their loved one or charge. This
program will be offered Thursday mornings from 8:30 to 12:00. There will
be a caregiver’s support session from 11:15 to 12:00. The caregiver will have
a few hours to spend on themselves and needs they may have. We are in hopes
that by providing the support session in conjunction with the last 45 minutes of
the program, caregivers will take advantage of the time to meet together and
share their own successes and failures.
There will be games, chess, card games, puzzles, adult coloring, reading, or water
coloring to assist with the fine motor skills and cognitive stimulation, as well as
perhaps just watching a movie and conversing with others. The program team
will be made up of a registered nurse and volunteers. This is to ensure your loved
one or charge will enjoy a safe yet fun experience.
Should you have any questions or wish to volunteer their assistance, please contact
Wanda Pflugfelder via cell number: 360-265-0529, home number: 850-249-3396, or
call the church office: 870-234-3161, Wednesday or Thursday from 8:30 to 2:30 and
speak to our secretary, Liz Creswell, or our pastor, Rev. Bonnie Wilkins.

Led by Elder Wanda Pflugfelder

“Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone –
especially to those in the family of faith.” ― Galatians 6:10

Beach Tidings
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Bed Roll for the Homeless. Beve has directions on how to
crochet a bed roll from plastic grocery bags. The are durable,
waterproof, easy to keep clean, and lightweight. If anyone is
interested in joining her in making these please contact Beve
Lutz at (434 426-0202)

KERYGMA BIBLE STUDY: Romans
with Rev. Bonnie Wilkins
Wednesday Mornings: 10AM–Noon beginning June 22, 2016
Join Rev. Bonnie for a 15-week course (plus 2 one-week breaks) of
the book of Romans. There will be in-class study and discussion and
pre-work study on your own during each week that takes a minimum
commitment of 1 hour of individual study.
Faith comes to life in this real letter to real people. In what is called "the most inspirational letter ever written," these words to the Church in ancient Rome echo still with
energy and power. Encounter theology in the making as Paul wrestles with enduring
issues: justification and grace, sin and salvation, a vision of unity, and the faithfulness of God.
Chapters include: Who Was Paul? Life in the Spirit. Are God's Promises Reliable?
Faith in Everyday Life. The Believer and the Government. The Beginning and the
End.
Are you ready to encounter God? This Kerygma Bible study program is an encounter
with Scripture for anyone wanting to know God’s Word in a way that connects with
your life today.
Order your resource book online at: http://kerygma.com/products/romans
for $20 plus shipping or talk to Rev. Bonnie for other options.
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Courage Under Fire
Prophetic witness of the church in the Philippines
Bishop Reuel Norman O Marigza, ,General Secretary, United Church of Christ in the Philippines
(UCCP)

For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that
the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us,
but life in you - 2 Corinthians 4:11-12

This passage of Scripture did not make much impact until I began to be immersed in
Philippine realities and consider the implication of such to the prophetic witness and
mission the church.
From 2001 to 2010, during the term of the past Philippine president, Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo, per 1,000 people were killed extra judicially and more than 20
members of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP) became martyrs.
Behind these numbers of trumped-up charges, abductions, tortures and extrajudicial
killings are human faces, human stories, heroic struggles and much sacrifice. Within
President Benigno Aquino's current term, about 318 have joined the list of martyrs.
As the church lives out its calling of proclaiming life in all its fullness, it often runs
counter to those in power. And as the church's prophetic voice continues to be
raised, it is often met with the ire of the state and those who seek to gain from
conditions of injustice, marginalization, social stratification, and deep poverty.
The reality of the empire stares us in the face. It sports a new name, neocolonialism,
but spawns the same evils feeding on the hapless states that it gazes on and still
supplies the rapacious and greedy empire what it desires: minerals, precious stones
and metals, raw materials, and slave labor.
There are those who have resisted, those whose voices have not been silenced.
Even at the threat of life and limb, they have taken a daring stand against the might
of the empire. They have formed communities of resistance and produced numbers
of martyrs whose blood, whose lives, have inspired others to take on the fight.
In our own small way, the UCCP has contributed to communities of resistance as well
as martyrdom.
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Evangelism Coach Chris Walker
Evangelism is coming to Grace Presbyterian Church! And you are invited to be our
guest! Does fear stand in your way of sharing your faith in Jesus and friends? Do our
want to find a confident way to lead others to the saving grace of Christ?
On August 26th, 27th, and 28th, Rev. Chris Walker of EvangelismCoach.org will be at
Grace Presbyterian as they host Grace’s first ever Witness and Evangelism Weekend!
Rev. Walker will this inspirational teaching to help us understand that being ordinary is
good enough to lead others to Christ with practical principles of personal evangelism.
Through strong biblical teaching, open discussion groups, and powerful exercises, we
hope to promote confidence in each person attending to be able to clearly articulate
the work that Christ has done in their lives. Through the weekend activities, we hope
you will be better equipped to go out into the community with a clear, convicted gospel
of Jesus’ message to share.
Jesus said, “...if anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.” Learn how you can
identify the thirst in people’s heart, how that thirst is expressed and how you may tap
into the power of the Holy Spirit for more effective gospel sharing conversations!
For more information please contact Grace Presbyterian church office at:
(850) 769-4000.

Card Tables: We are in need of a couple more card tables for
our Jazz Worship Service each month in Gulftreat. Please consider
donating a new or used table the church. ―Worship Committee

Prayer Love Line...Mary Foist has asked that everyone email her your new email
address. She is getting many back as undeliverable when she sends the email
out. Her email address is: myseaclusion@gmail.com
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My Angel Gabriel William Scott...from Angels Are for Real
On Monday, April 28, 2003 we found ourselves at Riley Hospital for
Children. We were introduced to a very mild mannered pediatric
surgeon, Dr. Daniel Wurtz. He examined Gabe extremely closely,
spending a lot of time talking to him about his concerns, carefully
moving certain joints in his body, and looking him all over. I recall
him asking Gabe why he had so many bruises on his body. I had not paid too much
attention to his bruising in the past, figuring he was just an active six year old boy.
When the doctor began questioning Gabe, I first thought to myself, “Does he think
Gabe is being abused?” The doctor quickly realized the misconception we might be
thinking and reassured us that he wasn’t concerned about anything like that. I
realized the doctor had immediately realized the bruising was due to a low platelet
count, symptomatic of cancer of the blood. The doctor requested that we get a
number of tests completed that day at the hospital and report back to him later that
day. When we returned to his clinic, he told us that he wanted to do some more
studying of the tests and some consulting and that he would call us at home later
that evening. I took Gabe and Michelle home and decided to get a few hours of work
in that day. It was just a few minutes after arriving at work when Michelle had called
me. The doctor had called the house and informed Michelle and me that we need to
return to Riley’s Emergency Department immediately. I rushed home and we drove
back to the hospital to be greeted by the Emergency Room personnel waiting on us.
It was that night that we were informed that they be believed Gabe had some form
of Leukemia; a type of cancer of the blood or bone marrow characterized by an
abnormal increase of white blood cells. Over the next two years we were
overwhelmed with a number of awesome doctors, nurses, social workers, chaplains,
and oncologists who took care of Gabe.

“Angel” Note:
After Gabe’s death I thought a lot about that wonderful Orthopedic Surgeon who
had only seen Gabe that one day, but knew exactly what to do. He handled Gabe,
Michelle, and I with such Angelic care. He was truly an Angel in our minds. In
October 2007, I was participating in a Christian Men’s Retreat called The Great
Banquet. I was on a team of spiritual leaders and laymen who work to help about
forty men develop a closer relationship to God. I was an assistant table leader with
four retreat guests an a table leader. One of the guests at my table had mentioned
that he was an orthopedic surgeon.
(continued on next page)
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(My Angel Gabriel William Scott...from Angels Are for Real…... Cont.)

I quickly jumped to tell him the story of our orthopedic doctor at Riley Hospital who
was such an Angel to Gabe, Michelle and me. I had explained that we had seen him
only once that initial day and spent the following two years overwhelmed with hundreds of other doctors and medical staff. I would not remember his name or even what
he looked like. I just remembered how much I cared for this man.
Later that day, while we were silently praying in the church chapel, something told me
to open my eyes and look. There sat the orthopedic doctor who was a guest at my table. I said, “It was you; you were my son’s doctor that life changing day in 2003? He
smiled back at me and said in his soft, modest manner, “Yes, Scott– I remember Gabe
well”! God loves me so much that he put Dr. Daniel Wurtz, back into my life that day’.
Some may call that was a mere coincidence, but all the men at our table that day
knew God was at work.

25th Season of “The Church and the Arts” Concert Series
We are very pleased and excited to announce the 25th Season of “The Church and
the Arts” Concert Series during the months of January and February, 2017. This year’s featured concert is the Vienna Boys Choir. This will be their third
concert season with us, last with us in 2010. They
will be performing on Friday, February 3, 2017 at
7:30 p.m. Tickets will go on sale later this summer.
Help us get the word out now!
The concert series planning team is also scheduling a number of other artists and
groups, including one of our favorites, David Searing. There will be a wide range of
musical styles including classical, jazz, pop, and contemporary. We are also working
with Helen Balance at Beach Art Group to have several art shows by local artists
during the series.
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The SHEPHERDING TEAM is available to you at anytime for member care. Please
feel free to call on them.
Lenny Zacher
Wanda Pflugfelder
Edna Adams
Beve Lutz
Adrian Wynter
Tammy Price
Jim Price
Linda Coleman
Ron Coleman
Suzanne Burke
Lorraine Gilmore
Grace Piano

850-867-3770
850-249-3396
850-230-2540
850-35-7349
850-691-7529
615-483-6067
850-830-3612
850-890-0161
850-890-1172
850-867-5371
850-867-5370
850-481-3123

tennis850@ail.com
reinholdwanda@msn.com
ednaadams@comcast.net
meinschaatz406@aol.com
yoitsadrian@me.com
tprice118@hotmail.com
jbprice0@gmail.com
antiquegeek55@yahoo.com
dirtft.coleman@gmail.com
suzannegilmoreburke@gmail.com
lorrainegilmore46@gmail.com

The “Love Line” is available for your prayer needs, announcements, and
celebrations. Just email your requests to Mary Foist at: myseaclusion@gmail.com
First Together Fellowship is dedicated to building relationships, fostering spiritual growth, and providing assistance through
socializing, visiting, resource building, loving and caring. Our activities together will seek to deepen our relationship with Christ,
each other, and our community. Activities throughout the year will
include day trips, concerts, movies, service projects, forum discussions, meals.

Check out these First Together activities this month:
Food, Fun, & Fellowship meet at 10:00AM every Friday in the Fellowship Hall
First Tuesday is a monthly meal at an area restaurant (dutch-treat). We are having

our monthly fellowship supper at Coconut’s (17458 Front Beach Road) on July 5th
at 4:30PM. We have a great time talking, laughing, eating, and getting to know one
another. Usually about a dozen or so of us meet each month. Come join the fellowship!
Monthly Potluck is the first Sunday of the month at 11:30, following worship.
Join us on Sunday: July 3rd
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