Welcome

Thank you for joining us today. We are a welcoming congregation and if you are
new to our church and would like to make this your home for worship, please see
Pastor Michael Askew or an Elder after the service.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD

(* = please stand )

Lighting of the Advent Candle (See Insert in Bulletin) Charles McKemmie &

Aria
*Prelude “Bless That Wonderful Name” Choir
Opening Prayer Molly Allen
Call to Worship Sarah Waby

One: We may not know when,

All: But you are coming to us, grace overflowing from your heart, O God.
One: We may not know who,

All: But your hope will be shared by the least likely people, Friend of the
poor.

One: We may not know how,

All: But your peace will transform our angry words into warm welcomes,
our bitterness into cups of love, Spirit of Joy.

*Hymn #510 “Heaven Came Down” Congregation
Scripture Psalm 122 (pg. 440-441) Sarah Waby
All: This is the Word of the Lord Sarah Waby
Call to Reconciliation Sarah Waby

One: We may not know the time, but our every moment is held in God’s

hands. We may not do and say what we should or could, but God offers us words
of forgiveness. Join me as we pray together, saying,

All: Sometimes it is hard for us to take you seriously, God of our lives. With
so many places damaged by war, terror, and fear, how do we hope for
peace? With bullies being given unlimited access on social media, why
shouldn't we respond with anger and vindictive slights? With our hopes



turned to ashes, how can we become beacons of light for those in the
shadows?

(A Moment of Silent Prayer)

All: Forgive us, God of holy seasons, and have mercy. In the days to come,
may we discover the grace which has always been ours, so we can share it
with others. May we taste the sweet goodness of your love, and feed those
around us. May we be filled with the peace of your Spirit, so we may expect
you to come in those we least expect, in places which surprise us, in
moments we overlook, just as you did in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.
Amen.

Assurance of Pardon Sarah Waby

One: Reach out and touch the kingdom, for it is right next to you. Breathe in, and
feel the Spirit of peace and hope. Trust and believe this good news: God is nearer
than you might ever imagine.

All: Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! We can set aside our differences
and embrace everyone, we can seek peace for all in our lives, our
neighborhoods, our world. Amen.

*Gloria Patri Congregation

Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. Amen.
Amen. Amen.

Sharing the Peace Sarah Waby
The peace of Christ be with you. All: And also, with you.
(Please pass signs of peace and forgiveness with those seated around you)

*Hymn #772 “When We All Get To Heaven” Congregation
Life of the Church This Week Sarah Waby
Sharing Joys & Concerns Sarah Waby

Pastoral Praver Rev Dr. Michael Askew




The Lord’s Prayer, (Inside cover Red Book) Congregation

PROCLAIMING THE WORD

Scripture [saiah 9:2 (pg. 489) Rev Dr. Michael Askew
*Anthem “Thanks” Congregation
Sermon: Hope is on the Way Rev Dr. Michael Askew
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*The Apostles’ Creed (Inside cover Red Book) Congregation
Call to Offering Rev Dr. Michael Askew
Offertory Chris Allen
*Doxology Congregation

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,
all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Praver of Dedication Rev Dr. Michael Askew

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*Charge and Blessing Rev Dr. Michael Askew
We leave now in order to follow God into the world.
All: We will go to bring the healing and peace of Jesus to all.

*Sung Benediction (Please face the center) Congregation
All: May the Lord, Mighty Lord bless and keep you forever.

Grant you peace, perfect peace, and courage in every endeavor.

Lift your eyes and see His face, see His grace forever.

May the Lord, Mighty Lord, bless and keep you forever.
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Our Vision: Transforming lives by the love of
Christ Jesus through witness, mission, and evangelism.

Our Mission: To be a place where the community can come
together in Christ and provide, through God and his Word, love,
comfort and joy to all.



