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A Word from Pastor Michael
Have you ever wondered why we perform
some of the rituals and traditions in the
church? I am reminded of a story of a young
married lady who was asked to fix a ham for
dinner which she agreed to do. So, she went
into the kitchen to prepare her meal. After
her preparation to bake the ham, she then cut
it into two pieces and put one piece into a
baking pan and the other piece into another
baking pan. Her husband watched as she
placed the baking pans into the oven. With a
somewhat puzzled look on his face, he asked
her, “honey why did you have to use two
baking pans to fix the ham?” She simply
said, “ that is how my mother used to bake

her ham” but, she told him, I will call my
mother and ask her why she fixed her ham this
way. She called her mother to ask her why, “Mom, why did you
always fix your ham using two baking pans?” Her mother told
her, “well, that is how your grandmother would fix her ham, so,
I did what I saw her do when she fixed her ham.” She told her
daughter, “let me call your grandmother to find out why she
used two baking pans to fix her ham. So, she called her mother
to ask why did she use two baking pans to fix her ham? And her
mother simply told her, “When I was learning how to cook ham,
the ham was too big to put in one baking pan, so, my mother
always told me to cut the ham into two pieces and use two pans.
That is how traditions and rituals happen in the church, they all
have a reason but, we seldom know the reason. I am sure you
have either said these words or heard these words in church or a
church meeting at one time or another: May the LORD keep
watch between you and me when we are absent from each other.
Amen This is the reason for this passage of scripture. Both
Laban and his nephew Jacob were sneaky, conniving, deceitful
men. May the Lord watch between you and me was a statement
motivated by wariness and distrust. Once out of sight, Laban did
not trust Jacob, so he called on the Lord to keep watch or be on
the lookout for him. His petition was not a prayer for God to
take care of the two men while they were separated, as believers
sometimes pray. Instead, it was a desperate plea for the Lord to
remain vigilant and catch the one who might be planning to
harm the other. Today’s English Version captures the idea with
these words: “May the Lord keep an eye on us.” As long as the
two men were together, they could see what the other was doing
and look out for themselves. But once they were hidden from
each other’s view, they would have to commend their safety into
the Lord’s hands.
Continue-

Pastor Michael—Continue
So, the next time you are in a church service and a tradition or
ritual is being performed, a perfectly good question to ask
yourself is, “ I wonder how this started and what is the
meaning of it?” You just might be surprised by the answers
you find.
May you be blessed and a blessing to others
Pastor, Mike
-850-980-3307- Askew.michaelsr@yahoo.com

The journey begins at Advent
When Advent begins on November 28 this year, so does a new
church year for liturgical congregations. The church seasons,
which correspond to key events in Jesus’ life, begin with the
four-week Advent period of preparation for our coming Savior
at Christmas. After the 12-day season of Christmas is Epiphany,
which begins January 6 and continues through Ash Wednesday,
the beginning of Lent. That period of preparation culminates in
Holy Week, and then Easter marks the pinnacle of every church
year. Forty days after the Resurrection we celebrate Ascension,
and 10 days after that, the Pentecost season begins; it lasts until
Advent, when the cycle begins again.
“Like a great waterwheel,” writes Joan Chittister, “the liturgical
year goes on relentlessly irrigating our souls, softening the
ground of our hearts, nourishing the soil of our lives until the
seed of the Word of God itself begins to grow in us, comes to
fruit in us, ripens in us the spiritual journey of a lifetime.”

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH
DON’T FORGET TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS
BACK 1 HOUR ON
SATURDAY, NOVMBER 5TH

Adult Sunday
School

Announcements

Sunday school will
begin on Sunday,
November 6th at 8:00am in a room in the Preschool wing. Everyone is invited to attend.
Evening Women’s
Bible Study-Monday, November 14th
The evening women’s Bible study will meet on Monday,
November 14 at 5:30 in the fellowship area. We share a
meal and the word of the Lord together. All are welcome.
Sara Circle– Has been postponed until January
Fun Friday– November 18th
Fun Friday will meet in Gulftreat on November 18. We
will have lunch and games. Plan to come, laugh and learn
a new game.

Thanks for Giving November 20th.
We will celebrate our “Thanks for Giving” dinner on November 20th immediately following worship. Come
share this Thanksgiving feast with your “Little Pink
Church” family.
Men’s Walking Group
All Men are invited to join this group as they meet at Aaron Bessant park parking lot and walk together at
7: 00am every Tuesday.

Hutchinson Beach Elementary School
We are collecting Hand Soap for the school. Please place
your donations in the red box in the foyer.
Food PantryThe number of people the Food Pantry serves has increased over the summer. We are in need food donations
so we would like to resume asking the congregation to
donate on a monthly basis. The Month of November we
will be collecting Canned Sweet Potatoes, Whole Kernal Corn, Cranberry Sauce to help fill Thanksgiving baskets for needy families. Please place your donations in
the box in the narthex. Thank you. As always, monetary
donations are welcomed. Write for Food pantry on your
envelope.
Community Prayer Line
Gulf Beach Presbyterian Church, the Little Pink Church,
has established a Community Prayer Line. If you would
like to submit a concern, joy, or sorrow, please send your
short message to our Prayer email
at: Prayers271@gmail.com.

You can give online for a
one time gift or you can set
up a recurring contribution.
Please visit our website and
click the giving tab.
Www.pinkchurch.org

A Word from the Stewardship Ministry
It’s November. A time of giving thanks. A time of counting
our blessings. Think for a moment of how our little Pink
Church has been a blessing. We are blessed to live in a country where we can gather and worship freely. Pastor Michael
is a blessing. He comes faithfully each week to share the
word of God and God’s love for us. Michael G. is a blessing.
His lively music and enthusiasm spread joy and good news
through song. The elders of the church are a blessing.
Through serving in various capacities, they help to keep programs running and the building itself in shape. The members
of the church are a blessing. We are a family of God who
share our joys and concerns with each other. To continue as a
church, we will be asking for a pledge commitment this
month. As you consider your pledge for the upcoming year,
remember the blessings and give generously.

A good contagion
Thanksgiving is key in Christian prayer, but often our requests
outweigh our thanks. By contrast, 85% of prayers in the Jewish prayerbook are blessings of thanks, according to Rabbi
Evan Moffic. Noting that the Hebrew word for a Jewish person
— Yehudah — means “one who is grateful,” he states,
“Gratitude is at the core of how Jews pray.”
Someone once asked Moffic if he might know about a blessing
he’d overheard at a restaurant. After a man proposed to his
girlfriend and she said yes, he walked quietly to a corner, put
on a yarmulke (a sacred Jewish head covering worn in prayer)
and spoke a blessing. His fiance teared up. The rabbi said the
prayer was surely this: “Blessed are you, O God, sovereign of
the universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us and for enabling us to reach this joy-filled moment.”
Why was this person so interested? “I am planning to propose
to my girlfriend,” he shared with Moffic, “and I want to say
this prayer with her.”
Unbeknown to the newly engaged pair, their gratitude transformed another couple’s life. When we give thanks to God, not
only is our faith strengthened but our thanksgiving may inspire others. Gratitude is contagious!
—Heidi Hyland Mann

Birthdays /Anniversaries

Nov. Anniversaries
15- Daniel and Lynn
Likar

“I can’t be a Christian
on my own.
I need a community.
I need the church.”

Nov. Birthdays
2-Margaret Ivey
18-Liz Ivey
24-Lynn Fehr

—Rachel Held Evans

Veterans Day has its roots in what was
called Armistice Day, when a peace agreement ended World War I on November 11,
1918. President Wilson proclaimed that Armistice Day was to be marked with solemn
pride in heroism and with gratitude for victory as well as the “opportunity it has given
America to show her sympathy with peace
and justice.” In 1954, the remembrance was
renamed Veterans Day to honor all U.S. military personnel. It’s a reminder to pray for
and honor all who serve and sacrifice, to support and assist their families, and to pray that God will bring peace on
earth.
Here are a few pictures from my

